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Art Unit: 2686 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable over 
Walker etal. (U.K. Application No. 9505549.7) (hereinafter Walker). 

Regarding claim 1, Walker discloses a mobile communication terminal (M, see Fig. 1) 
which can be made to communicate with a base station (BS1 ,2 or 3, see Fig. 1) when 
being connected with an IC card (Page 4, lines 4-10 and Fig. 2) that stores an 
identification number (IMSI, see Page 6, lines 18-20) peculiarly assigned thereto and a 
subscribers personal information (see item 10 in Fig. 2 and Page 6, line 15-18), 
characterized in that said mobile communication terminal comprises: 

a storage unit for storing identification numbers of IC cards (storage location 48 
in the memory 12 stores the first five digits of the IMSIs of a particular network whose 
service providers are to have SP-Personalization feature, see Page 8, lines 2-16 and 
Fig. 3); and 

an identification processing unit (identification process involves the SIM Reader 
16 and Comparing units 22 and 52, see Page 9, line 16- Page 10, line 13 and Fig. 3) 
for determining whether or not an identification number of an IC card connected to said 
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mobile communication terminal is stored in said storage unit, and for determining 
whether said mobile communication terminal is being fraudulently used when the 
identification number of the IC card connected to said mobile communication terminal is 
not stored in said storage unit (Card reader reads the IMSI and unit 22 compares and 
determines whether the IMSI in the SIM card is correct, see Page 10, linen 1 3- Page 1 1 , 
line 9 and Page 12, line* 18- Page 13, line 7). 

Regarding claim 4, Walker discloses a mobile communication terminal (M, see Fig. 1) 
which communicate with a base station (BS1.2 or 3, see Fig. 1) when being connected 
with an IC card (Page 4, lines 4-10 and Fig. 2) that stores an identification number 
(IMSI, see Page 6, lines 18-20) peculiarly assigned thereto and a subscriber's personal 
information (see item 10 in Fig. 2 and Page 6, line 15-18), characterized in that said 
mobile communication terminal comprises: 

a storage unit for storing identification numbers of IC cards and subscribers' 
personal information (storage location 48 in the memory 12 stores the first five digits of 
the IMSIs of a particular network whose service providers are to have SP- 
Personalization feature, see Page 8, lines 2-16 and Fig. 3); and 

. an identification processing unit (identification process involves the SIM Reader 
16 and Comparing units 22 and 52, see Page 9, line 16- Page 10, line 13 and Fig. 3) 
for disabling information (incorrect IMSI causes handset to enter into fail/blocked state, 
see Page 10, lines 8-13) except a subscriber's personal information corresponding to an 
identification number which is stored in said storage unit and is also stored in an IC card 
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connected to said mobile communication terminal (Card reader reads the IMSI and unit 
22 compares and determines whether the IMSI in the SIM card is correct, see Page 10, 
lines 1 3- Page 1 1 , line 9 and Page 1 2, lines 1 8- Page 1 3, line 7). . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 2 is rejected under U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Walker 
in view of Miller etal., (U.S. 6,141,563), (hereinafter Miller). 

Regarding claim 2, as recited in claim 1 , Walker fails to teach a request for input of a 
password peculiar to the mobile communication terminal, and, when accepting a wrong 
password, disables the mobile communication terminal. 

Miller teachings of a valid password been required for further operation of the 
mobile device; and an invalid entry of password renders the device functionless 
(see col. 5, lines 8-18), meets the claimed limitation of requesting an input of a 
password peculiar to the mobile communication terminal, and, when accepting a wrong 
password, disables the mobile communication terminal. 
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It would therefore have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teachings of Miller into the system of Walker for the benefit of achieving a 
system that uses an input password for authenticating subscriber's unit. 

3. Claim 2 is rejected under U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Walker 
in view of Rao et al., (U.S. 20040076128 A1), (hereinafter Rao). 

Regarding claim 3, as recited in claim 1 , Walker fails to teach that both the identification 
number of the IC card connected to the mobile communication terminal, and an ID 
peculiar to the mobile communication terminal are transmitted to the base station so as 
to make a request of the base station to perform authentication of the IC card, and, 
when receiving a result indicating that the IC card is an unauthorized one from the base 
station, disables said mobile communication terminal 

Rao teaching of the PIN and IMSI of the mobile device been sent to the an 
authentication server for authenticating process; and notifying the user of the device 
about a denied access, if authentication fails (see Pars. [0024-25]), meets the claimed 
limitation of claim 3. 
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It would therefore have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teachings of Rao into the system of Walker for the benefit of achieving a 
system that includes an authentication server in the communication system. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Sasakura et al. (U.S. 6,151,493) teaches a device for prohibiting unauthorized use of 
electronic device. 

Grube et al. (U.S. 5,638,423) teaches method of detecting use of a stolen 
communication unit. 

Schroderus et al., (U.S. 5,907,804) teaches checking the identification number of a 
mobile subscriber. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kwasi Karikari whose telephone number is 
571-272-8566. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8 am - 4pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha D. Banks-Harold can be reached on 571- 272 5905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Kwasi Karikari 
Patent Examiner. 
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